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He Lives 


The resurrection is one of the best attested facts of history. 


When our Lord shook off the shackles of death He demonstrated the finality of His vic- 
tory over sin and its consequences. 


When He arose from the tomb He gave visible proof of the hope which believers have 
in Him. 

The apostles, starting in Jerusalem, and in Judea and in Samaria and on outward to 
the world as a whole, preached the glorious fact of a supernatural gospel about a super- 


natural Lord who not only showed His deity by His words and works, but also by His 
death and resurrection. 


He died for our sins, according to the Scriptures. He was buried and arose again on the 
third day according to the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and sent the Holy Spirit 
to dwell with us. Today He prays for us and is preparing a place for us. From heaven 
He will come again in power and in great glory. 


God grant that we His children shall show by our lives that we have a living faith, a 
living way of life, and a living hope for all eternity! 


“He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today, 
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way, 
He lives, He lives, Salvation to impart, 


You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart.” 
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LETTERS 


Johnson Memorial 


Sir: 

I am writing to you, and to the 
editors of each of our church 
papers, to pass on a suggestion in 
which I am sure you will have a 
real interest. I hope that through 
the medium of THE JOURNAL 
you will help pass it on to the 
Church. I have discussed it with 
Dr. C. Darby Fulton and with Dr. 
James G. Patton, and it has met 
with their hearty approval. 

“Whosoever will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross and follow me,” is a call 
that C. S. Johnson took literally. 
Just one month ago he spent the 
better part of a week in the Nash- 
ville vicinity doing that which was 
closest to his heart. As a conse- 
crated layman he was bearing 
God’s stewardship message to his 
fellow Christians. All who heard 
him here, as well as all who have 
heard him throughout our Church, 
were moved by his deep sincerity 
in following the Master’s call. 
Some of us knew, although he de- 
plored it being publicized as any 
credit to him, the manner in which 
he denied himself to follow that 
call. He seemed to regard it of 
slight importance. 


One needed to be intimately in 
his fellowship to know the true 
weight of the cross he bore. The 
driving purpose of his life was to 
see the Program of Progress suc- 
cessfully accomplished. He feared 
it wouldn’t. He prayed with all the 
devotion of his great Christian 
spirit that it would be. He burnt 
himself out to challenge the 
Church to that end. The fear that 
it wouldn’t be accomplished, the 
haunting vision of the results of 
failure to a sin-sick world, the in- 
difference of so much of the 
Church about it, all combined to 
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make up the cross he bore. As 
surely as any man ever sacrifices 
himself for a great cause Clarence 
Johnson died on the cross of an 
unfinished Program of Progress, 
presently nearly two million dol- 
lars short of its goal. 


Many people and churches will 
wish there was some way they 
could express to C. S. Johnson’s 
family their respect, love, and ap- 
preciation. What better way could 
there be than for all of us to make 
a contribution to a “C. S. Johnson 
Memorial Program of Progress 
Fund” and for our whole Church 
to unite in prayer that the aggre- 
gate of such contributions will 
equal enough to complete the 
Church-wide Program of Progress 
goals. 


Special offerings are strictly 
against the policy of my own 
Church. However, our Session has 
designated next Sunday, March 
30, as the date for a special offer- 
ing toward such a fund. 


JOS. B. LEDFORD 





Pastor 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Proposed Insurance 
Sir: 


I am pleased to enclose copy of 
a letter from the Moderator of our 
General Assembly (see LETTERS, 
last week), endorsing the proposal 
for Group Life Insurance for the 
personnel of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., which is fully ex- 
plained in the folder sent you a 
few weeks ago. I hope that the 
officers of your Church are giving 
earnest consideration to this pro- 
posal, and that in the not distant 
future the Board may receive an 
application for this coverage for 
all full-time employed personnel 
of your church. 
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You will observe from former 
communications that this insur- 
ance will go into effect July 1, if 
the two following conditions are 
met prior thereto: 

1. The plan is subject to the ap- 
proval of the 1952 General As- 
sembly. 

2. The Board must have in hand 
paid applications for a minimum 
of 600 lives. 

It is the earnest hope of the 
Board of Annuities and Relief 
that we may have these applica- 
tiuns immediately with a check for 
the proper amount as indicated on 
the schedule of benefits in the 
toider. The Board is endeavoring 
tu render this service without ad- 
ditional office help, and if this 
work is spread out over a sufficient 
period of time, we can complete it 
in time for the annual meeting of 
the General Assembly. When the 
General Assembly gives its ap- 
proval, the Board can then proceed 
to put the insurance into effect for 
those lives which have filed and 
paid for the schedule of benefits as 
presented in the plan. 

WADE H. BOGGS 
LouIsvILLe, Ky. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Montreat 
Platform 


Last summer a question was raised as to the 
wisdom of using the Bible Hour and the Sunday 
preaching hours for the discussion of controversial 
issues. The matter was referred to the Board of 
the Mountain Retreat Association and the Board 
sought the counsel and advice of the Program Com- 
mittee. 





In our judgment the problem was confused in 
the minds of some who seemed to think that the 
management was trying to institute some form of 
censorship on the speakers. This was a completely 
inaccurate appraisal of the situation and the entire 
matter was discussed in detail in an editorial in 
the September 5th of this JourNAL. (Incidentally 
this editorial seemed to voice the viewpoint of a 
great many people across the church for it was 
received favorably, not only by regular supporters 
of this paper but also by many others). 


On November 15th the Program Committee, 
meeting in Atlanta, took an unanimous action regard- 
ing this matter and on December 18th the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Mountain Retreat Associ- 
ation incorporated the action of the Program Com- 
mittee in a recommended action to the Board of 
Directors. 


On March 28th the Board of Directors, meeting 
in Charlotte, unanimously approved this recom- 
mendation. The action is as follows: 


Voted to adopt the following policy with 
reference to the subject matter of Confer- 
ence speakers and leaders: 


It has not been, nor is it the policy of the 
Montreat management to require preachers, 
teachers and other leaders in Montreat con- 
ferences to submit in advance the subjects to 
be discussed. However, where conference di- 
rectors have submitted subjects for approval 
they have been, and in the future will be re- 
ferred to the Executive Committee. 


There has always been a place in the Mon- 
treat conference for discussion of any matter 
relevant to the purpose of the conference, in- 
class rooms, forums and discussion groups, and 


it is our belief that such a policy should con- 
tinue, 


It is our further belief that the Bible Hour 
and Sunday worship hours should be used for 
the presentation of inspirational information 
and Scripture expositions which would chal- 
lenge every hearer to renew the great affirma- 
tations of his Christian faith and his devotion 
to God and His Church. 


In our judgment this is a wise policy, one which 
has applied in the past and which is to continue 
in the future. There has always been ample oppor- 
tunity at Montreat for the presentation and dis- 
cussion of matters on which Christians differ. But, 
the Bible Hour and the Sunday worship hours 
will be used to their greatest advantage when 
those who are accorded the privilege and the op- 
portunity of conducting these periods use this time 
to teach and preach the eternal verities of our 
Christian faith, as revealed in God’s Word. 


The people of our generation are hungry and 
often they are spiritually starved. The Montreat 
Platform offers a great challenge to meet this 


need. —L.N.B. 





Beginning—A Study 
Of Colossians: 
“Complete In Him” 


Suggested Outline 


There are always those who would try to improve 
on the gospel of Christ. The Judaizers and gnostics 
of Paul’s day tried this, and we have some today 
who would tack heathen philosophy onto the simple, 
but profound, plan of salvation. Colossians is very 
much like Ephesians in many respects, but has a note 
of warning against these heresies which threatened 


the Colossian Church. 
Theme: Completeness, fullness, in Christ 


1. Complete (full) Salvation 
2. Complete (full) Surrender 
As in Ephesians, there is the doctrinal and the 


practical part. The one demands and grows out 
of, the other. 


I. Complete Salvation: Chapters 1 and 2. “He 
has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved 
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 


of sins.” 1:13, 14, R. S. V. 
a. Salutation 1 :1-2. 


b. Prayer of thanksgiving and petition (prepara- 
tory) 1:3-14. 
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c. Full deity of our Redeemer: 1:15-19. 


d. Complete reconciliation through Him: 1 :20- 
23. 


e. Full possession of our hearts: “Christ in you, 
the hope of glory,” a blessed “mystery”: 1:24-2:7. 


f. Fullness of deity; “fullness of life.” “In 
Christ we have the substance instead of the shadow. 
(Judaism and all forms and ceremonies) 2:8-23. 


II. Complete Surrender: Chapter 3 and 4. (Conse- 
cration). 


a. “Set our hearts on heaven.” 3:1-4. 


b. “Put to death” the earthly and sensual.” 3 :5-7. 
Colossians. 


c. “Put away,” (put off), the unclean and 
ugly. (“Rags of old nature”) 3:8-11. 


d. “Put on” the grace of a Christian. (“Robes 
of new nature”) 3:12-15. 


e. Put Christ in the heart: the peace of Christ; 
the word of Christ; doing everything “in the name 
of the Lord Jesus.” 3:16-18. 


f. Put your heart into your task. 3:19-4:1. 
(1) In the home. 
(2) Everywhere. 
g. Pray steadfastly. 4:2-4. 
h. Conduct yourselves wisely. 4:5-6. 
Conclusion—Personal messages 


Paul likes to mention by name those who are his 
friends and fellowhelpers. Notice what he says 
about these beloved workers in Chapter 4:7-17. 


Paul “signs off” 
A word of farewell. 4:18. 





Unwitting Allies 


Whittaker Chambers, is making a courageous 
expose of Communist infiltration into the very 
heart of our government in Washington, an expose 
which has evidently caused him deep searchings of 
heart and a resulting willingness to warn our 
nation, regardless of the personal sacrifice and 
danger involved. 


In this series of articles, appearing currently 
in The Saturday Evening Post, Mr. Chambers in a 
remarkably clear and calm analysis, tells how 
starry-eyed liberals and reformers played.an active 
and often a leading role in fostering and pro- 
moting the party line in Washington. Any who 
opposed them or who sought to show how they 
were aiding in the destruction of the very found- 
ation principles on which our nation was built 
were denounced as “reactionaries,” “economic 
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royalists,” “‘facists’ and the usual maligning com- 
mon to the official Communist denunciations of 
those who would stand in their way. 


These unwitting allies have their counterpart 
in the religious world. There are certain basic 
truths having to do with the content of Christian- 
ity itself which are denied, questioned or ignored 
by men who call themselves religious “liberals” and 
nothing seems to irritate them more than for one 
to insist that you cannot destroy the facts about 
Christianity and find yourself with a valid or a 
vital religion left. 


To say: ‘all that matters is Christ’, is to be 
childish, for one can neither preach nor live Christ 
until he recognizes Him for Who He Is and also 
for what He has done for us. These have to do 
with historical facts and glorious doctrines 
emenating from these facts. 


Let us beware lest through a misguided “‘liberal- 
ism” on the one hand, or a desire to be freed from 
the shackles of an “outmoded authoritarian re- 
ligion” on the other, we find that we are the 
unwitting allies of those who would destroy Chris- 
tianity itself! —L.N.B. 





The Iowa Decision 


As unfortunate as it is, nevertheless there are 
Christians who find it necessary to resort to court 
action to preserve their own church property from 
unwanted mergers. A series of court actions are 
being piled up making it clear that in the eyes of 
the civil courts those who build and maintain their 
church property have the ownership of | this 
property vested in the majority of the congregation. 


The most recent of these decisions occurs in 
Iowa where a Baptist church withdrew from the 
Northern Baptist Convention by a majority vote. 
The Iowa Supreme Court has ruled that the 
property rightfully goes with the majority in the 
congregation. This is a sound legal reasoning. 


Although this particular decision had to do with 
a denomination organized along congregational 
lines, it is fortunately true that our Southei. 
Presbyterian Church has also 1ccognized that the 
ownership of church property is vested in the local 
congregation, not in the Presbytery. 


It is to be devoutly hoped that such proceedures 
will not be a part of the future history of our 
church, but this decision, in making a majority vote 
the determining factor in the eyes of the ‘civil 
courts, will come as a jolt to the proposed plan 
of union which makes a three-fourths majority 
necessary before a congregation may continue in 
control of its own property. 


The democratic principle of majority control is 
legal and Christian. Shall the Church establish less 
generous conditions? —X. 
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Not Peace But 
A Sword 


One of the hardest facts Christians are called 
upon to face is that a faithful Christian witness 
brings division, not unity. As long as Satan con- 
tinues to wield his malignant influence in this 
world he will resist and try to pervert the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. 


To all of us comes the grave temptation to try 
to make Christianity and Christian truth popular 
with the world. This is a spiritual impossibility. 
There is constant conflict between light and dark- 
ness, between the Christian witness and the lies of 
the evil one. To argue otherwise is not only to fool 
ourselves but also to be utterly unrealistic. 


Christ did not come into this world to give us 
a Pollyanna-like gospel of sweetness and light. 
He came that we might have a Gospel of God’s 
redemption from the works and the power of the 
Devil. This is a conflict and the more faithfully 
this conflict is waged the more certain that we will 
sense the opposition and see how evil is the work- 
ing of the “father of lies.” 


Popularity is a pleasant experience, but it can 
be a desperately dangerous one. When all men 
speak well of us we are standing on the edge of 
an abyss. When our preaching brings only pats 
on the back it is not the preaching of God’s 
righteous judgment on sin or of the fact that only 
Christ can free men from its penalty and guilt. 
When our preaching and our personal witness 
fails to bring a division among those who hear 
and who are spectators to this grim struggle, it 
is high time that we examine our own hearts 
and our message. 


On the other hand, while a faithful ministry 
must bring division it is nevertheless a ministry 
of power; not the power of personality or mind 
but of the Holy Spirit. Where the Holy Spirit 
is working there comes first a conviction of sin 
followed by repentance and faith in the Redeemer. 
This is a crisis in one’s personal life and a renunci- 
ation of Satan and his works. This must cause a 
conflict because it entails transition from one 


camp to another, between which there is a bitter 


and relentless warfare. 


The inescapable result is that the Christian be- 
comes, or should become, a marked individual in 
his business, in his profession, in his home, and 
those who do know not the Lord at best look on him 
as a peculiar person and often view him with 
open antagonism. Our Lord never intended His 
followers to remain in obscurity. We are “light” 
and we are “salt.” He expects us to be living 
epistles. But our position costs and if it does not 
cost it is high time that we examine our faith and 
our way of life. 
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“The Truth About” 
Series 


In Reprint Form 
Written By The Rev. J. W. Hassell, Th.D. 


“Every system of religion must be test- 
ed ... we live in a day of extreme toler- 
ance, and on all hands we are warned not 
to criticize anything ... especially if it re- 
lates to religion.” Not Criticisms ... Not 

Prejudices ... Not Bigotries 


BUT 


1.. The Truth About 3. The Truth About 


The Mormons (La- Christian Science. 
test in the Series). alse 


4. Look Out For Th 
2. The Truth About onan oe + “ 1 Me 


Jehovah’s Witnesses. Church. 
Prices: 15¢c a dozen, $1 a hundred. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, North Carolina. 


Gentlemen: I enclose $_____for which 
please send me the reprints I have checked 
below. 


19 20 389 4— (BILLMEQG) 





NAME (PLEASE PRINT) 





ADDRESS 





CITY ZONE STATE 


We cannot stand beneath the cross of Christ 
on Sunday and fly the ensign of the Devil in our 
business, among our professional associates and 
before those of our own households the rest of 
the week. 





We cannot take up our cross and follow Him 
and at the same time walk in the ways of Satan. 
If our life does not show by personal example, by 
our renunciation of the world, a willingness to be 
different, even peculiar in the eyes of the unsaved, 
then we are not paying the price involved in be- 
coming a Christian. 


So far as this world is concerned our Lord did 
not come to send peace, but a sword; not accord 
with but separation from the world. 


“Wherefore come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing: and I will receive you, and will 











be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 


“If ye were of the world, the world would love 
his own: but because ye are not of the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth you.” 


You may choose the way of peace but it may be 
the way of death; for a follower of and witnesser 
for Christ it is not peace but a sword. 


—L.N.B. 





An Armory 
Against Unbelief 


This editorial reviews “A Lawyer Examines The 
Bible,’ by Irwin H. Linton. (W. A. Wilde Com- 
pany, Boston 16; $2.50.) 


Five smooth stones, his sling, his skill and trust 
in “the name of the Lord of hosts” were all that 
David needed as he faced the giant and his armor, 
and one well-directed stone laid low the Philistine 
warrior. As Goliath defied the armies of Israel for 
forty days, so today there are enemies of the truth 
who look like giants and before whom many humble 
believers are nonplused. So from time to time God 
sends his chosen champions into the field to deal 
with these giants and deliver His people from fear 
and bondage. If only Mr. Linton’s book were more 
widely known and diligently read, it would do 
much to put to rout the boastful enemies of God’s 
truth who are troubling many believers and keeping 
honest doubters out of the Kingdom. It is an exten- 
sive and impressive demonstration of the fact that 
“the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong- 
holds.” (II Cor. 10:4). 


“A Lawyer Examines The Bible” is now in its 
fifth edition, first published in 1943 as a revision 
and enlargement of Mr. Linton’s earlier book, “A 
Lawyer And The Bible.” He says in a letter that it 
is a “direct descendant of the articles Charley 
Trumbull made me write for THE TIMEs_ years 
ago,’ and the subtitle describes it as “An Introduc- 
tion To Christian Evidences.” It is that, but not as 
dry as that might indicate, for it is full of human 
interest, anecdotes, illustrations, quotations from 
famous old writers, poetry, witty sayings, and inci- 
dents from the author’s own experience which all 
make it delightful reading. Mr. Linton has been 
well equipped for this task, by his college and legal 
training, his knowledge of the classics and love of 
solid, old books, his long experience as a Christian 
lawyer, and his continual study of the Scriptures. 
He is a member of the Bar of the District of Co- 
lumbia, “duly admitted and qualified as an Attorney 
and Counsellor of the Supreme Court of the United 
States”; and has for many years been a director of 


The Sunday School Times Company. He has ren- 
dered a great service by making available to busy 
Christian readers today many of the arguments and 
evidences for the truth of Christianity from bril- 
liant writers of early centuries. 


Here are long quotations from Dr. David Nel- 
son’s “Cause And Cure Of Infidelity.” This phy- 
sician, who was an infidel in early life but later be- 
came a Christian, wrote “that of the two things 
that made him a Christian one was the reading of 
the infidel works in search of good ground for his 
unbelief, and the other was his constant attendance 
at deathbeds of both Christians and unbelievers and 
the data he gathered as a result.”” The accounts of 
what Nelson saw and heard at deathbeds are amaz- 
ing. There are great passages from Simon Green- 
leaf, “the greatest authority known to England and 
America on the subject of legal evidence.” There 
are others from Mark Hopkins’ “Evidences” and 
Paley’s ‘Evidences,’ ‘Natural Theology,” and 
“Horae Paulinae.” Mr. Linton has not hesitated 
to read the works of famous infidels, in order 
that he might know how to answer their argu- 
ments and help honest doubters. Referring to 
his own reading. Mr. Linton says: 


“Later | absorbed Alexander’s ‘Evidences,’ 
Butler’s ‘Analogy,’ Chalmers’ ‘Astronomical Dis- 
courses, Hopkins’ ‘Evidences,’ Flint’s ‘“Theism,.’ 
Erskine’s ‘Internal Evidences,’ Lyttelton’s ‘Conver- 
sion of St. Paul,’ Faber’s ‘Difficulties of Infidelity,’ 
besides Voltaire’s works and those of Paine, Spencer, 
and Huxlev, and Hume’s ‘Essays of Miracles’ and 
other infidel books, just to see if any of them, and 
those advocating evolution, really had anything 
to offset the proofs the Bible offered. With me, 
as with Dr. Nelson, the study of these books and 
others holding to a partial view of inspiration 
merely made me the better satisfied with the con- 
clusion I had come to that the Bible was indeed 
God’s inspired and infallible Word. Another result 
is a realization of how far from original are the 
ideas now being announced as new and profounder 
and more scientific views about Christ and the 
Bible by ‘men of modern mind,’ every one of 
which is to be found more clearly, forcefully, and 
honestly set forth in the writings of frank infidels 
of centuries past.” 


On the charge often brought against the Bible 
that it is “full of mistakes and contradictions,” the 
following is quoted from Paley: 


“Now, in historical researches, a reconciled in- 
consistency becomes a positive argument. First, be- 
cause an impostor generally guards against the ap- 
pearance of inconsistency; and secondly, because 
when apparent inconsistencies are found, it is seldom 
that anything but truth renders them capable of re 
conciliation. The existence o the difficulty proves the 
want or absence of that caution which usually 
accompanies the consciousness of fraud; and the 
solution proves that it is not the collusion of 
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fortuitous propositions which we have to deal with, 
but that a thread of truth winds through the 
whole, which preserves every circumstance in its 
place.” 


The first chapter is entitled “Addressed Especi- 
ally to Lawyers,” and opens with these words from 
Simon Greenleaf: “If a close examination of the 
evidences of Christianity may be expected of one 
class of men more than another, it would seem 
incumbent upon us (lawyers) who make the law 
of evidence one of our peculiar studies. Our pro- 
fession leads us to explore the mazes of falsehood, 
to detect its artifices, to pierce its thickest veils, to 
follow and expose its sophistries, to compare the 
statements of different witnesses with severity, to 
discover truth and separate it from error.” 


There are chapters on “The Factual Found- 
ation,” where Greenleaf is largely quoted; “Facing 
the Evidence,” “On Getting Converted,” “Getting 
Convinced”; and, rather surprisingly in a book of 
this kind, “On Marrying a Mate.” Here the au- 
thor’s warm, tender heart is much in evidence, 
and the chapter is full of warning and sound ad- 
vice. 


The author squarely faces many “Difficulties of 
Belief,” such as human suffering immoral acts 
recorded in the Bible, predestination, polygamy; 
and deals well with evolution and Higher Criticism. 
Other chapters tell of the author’s experiences in 
“Persuading Others” and tell the interesting stories 
of many “Men Who Were Convinced.” Reminis- 
cent of Jeremy Taylor’s treaties on “Holy Liv- 
ing and Holy Dying” are the two chapters on “The 
Business of Living” and “The Business of Dying.” 
In the first of these Mr. Linton tells with frank- 
ness of some of his own struggles and how God met 
his needs; and in the second he shows the hopeless- 
ness of infidelity as it faces the future, and quotes 
from Dr. David Nelson. There are also two lovely 
biographical sketches of his own father, Irwin B. 
Linton, and his father’s dearest friend and early 
law-partner, Joseph J. Darlington. It is thrilling 
to read how these two Christian men faced death. 


In the final chapter, “Summing Up,” Mr. Linton 
reminds his readers that “there have been touched 
upon three independent and converging lines of 


truth of the divine origin and power of Chris-. 


tianity.” These are, he says, “the logical historical, 
abstract demonstration of the supernatural source 
and power of Bible religion; the testimony of 
living men to the physiological and moral miracle 
of the cure of a drug habit; and the ‘dying declar- 
Opations,’ opposite in nature but harmonious in 
effect, of both those who had accepted and those 
who had rejected this religion.” Ten appendixes 
have been added, which cover nearly a hundred 
pages and which contain much interesting material. 
Perhaps the most striking is the “Trial of the 
Witnesses (To be read when not in a hurry),” 
an account of arguments between lawyers, carried 
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out in the manner of the courtroom, on the resur- 
rection of Christ, which Mr. Linton discovered in 
a book published in 1729. 


Another interesting appendix is “Good News 
from Palestine!” giving imaginative accounts from 
the Rome Evening Recorder of some of the miracles 
of Christ, His death, and resurrection. This is Mr. 
Linton’s original writing. 


The author has included also a “Consecration 
Deed,” which he has drawn up in legal form for 
all who may wish to put down in writing their 
own complete surrender to the Lord Jesus Christ. 


One of Mr. Linton’s concluding statements is 
particularly fine, and sums up both the contents 
and the purpose of his unusual book. Having given 
his testimony to his belief in the second coming of 
Christ, he writes: 


“In the meantime, as the Civil War recruiting 
sergeant is reported to have said: “Fall in, gentle- 
men, there is good fighting all up and down the 
line.’ But, if I am going to fall in and ’onward 
Christian soldiers’ as the Federal Council and 
other Modernist organizations urge, | want some- 
thing better than a martial tune, the straw shield 
of loose faith in various ‘theories of the incarna- 
tion, atonement and resurrection’ and the leaden 
sword of a Bible God-inspired only in such spots 
as appeal to me in any conflict with such a redoubt- 
able adversary as the fallen Lucifer, whose ‘fire 
power of darts can be met and overmatched only 
by the use of the casehardened shield of a God-given 
faith and the tempered sword of a Bible which not 
only contains but is the Word of God.” 

—S.S. Times 





JESUS DIED TO 


critics agree was written within 20 years after 
the crucifixion of Christ; it goes back to the teach- 
ing of the original disciples in Jerusalem, for 
the apostle tells us he is only reporting what he 


had received from those disciples as to the facts 
7 about Jesus’ death and resurrection. We thus have 
here the original Gospel; and a Christian is one 


who from his heart accepts it, we may with 
confidence say. 





Now exactly what is this Gospel—or “good 
news,” for we all know that is the meaning of 


By The Rev. Robert Strong the word “gospel. 


It is good news about the heaviest problem that 
men have, the problem of their sins. He is a most 
conceited person, or altogether naive, who is not 

Aveusra, Ga. aware and ready to admit that he has broken the 
laws of God and so is a sinner deserving punish- 
ment at the hand of the judge of all the earth, 
his Maker. The Gospel discloses how the just and 
also gracious God solves this problem and saves 
men from the dreadful consequences of their sins. 
That is what you and | need to hear about. We 
recognize at once that we are on the right track 


“I declare unto you the gospel which I preach- 
ed unto you ... by which also ye are 
saved ... For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, how that Christ died 
for our sins according to the scriptures; and that 
he was buried, and that he rose again the third 
day according to the scriptures.” I Cor. 15:1-4. 


UDGE Shannon Charlton was faced with a 
| difficult question in lowa’s Black Hawk 
county courthouse, a few months ago. In a 
dispute over William Small’s estate valued at 


$75,000 and left in the will to “persons who be- 
lieve in the fundamental principles of the Chris- 
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when we are led to see that Christianity is first 
of all a religion that brings us salvation from sin. 


That salvation is accomplished by the inter- 
vention of an historical person whom Paul calls 
by the name “Christ.” Everyone knows that this 
name is a title given to Jesus of Nazareth. Christ 
is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word 
Messiah. Gentile and Jew are familiar with the 
term. It is important to understand the 
kind of person Jesus Christ is. Christian convictions 
on this basic subject rest on such Old Testament 
statements as that in the Prophet Isaiah chapter 9, 
vss. 6 and 7. Isaiah speaks of a child who shall 
be born and that His name shall be called ‘““Wonder- 
ful Counsellor, The mighty God, The Father of 
eternity, The Prince of Peace.” The New Testa- 
ment calls Jesus Christ the eternal Word, God 
the Word, who became flesh and dwelt among us, 
as we find in John 1:1,14. The Christ of I 
Corinthians 15 is a person in the fullest sense at 
once Divine and also human. It is this Christ, 
the Christ of prophecy and of history, who per- 
formed the act of salvation. 


The saving act of Christ was in essence an act 
of substitution. Substitution—it is a word to grasp 
with the mind and heart and a word never to let 
go. “Christ died for our sins,” the Gospel tells us. 
Five words of one syllable: they give a simple 
statement of the most important fact, as far as 
sinners are concerned in the universe. Hear it 
again: Christ is our substitute, He acts for us, 
in dealing with the problem of our sins. Such a 
Person as He - the God-man - could do this great 
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thing, and only such a One as He. This is “good 
news” truly and not to be lightly or superficially 
received. We must try to make sure we enter into 
the meaning of Paul’s pronouncement. 


HE Lord Jesus Christ presented Himself as 

the substitute for sinners in His teaching at 
the time He gave His disciples the memorial cere- 
mony we call the Lord’s Supper. He said, “This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins.” So He is a substi- 
tute offered in sacrifice for men’s sins. That was the 
idea John the Baptist had when on first seeing 
Jesus he said about Him, “Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” 


Again, Christ is presented as the substitute who 
is the personal ransom-price of sinners. He takes 
the sinner’s place under the bondage of the broken 
law and gives His life to redeem His own from 
awful danger. This He taught in Mark 10:45: 
“The Son of man came not to be ministered unto 
but to minister and give his life a ransom for 
many.” 


Paul has still a third way of unfolding the 
substitutionary work of Christ. In Galatians 3:13 
he says: “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree.” In our stead Christ bore the curse that 
should have fallen on us. On the cross He bore it. 
On the cross He fully paid the penalty of guilty 
sinners. He died under the curse, He died on 
account of the curse, He died to save us from the 
curse due to us for our sins. 


How the justice of God is magnified in the death 
of Christ: One whose is infinite dignity and value 
bears what is due for the sins of many! How the 
love of God is minifested in the death of Christ: 
for love of men God the Father sent His Son 
to do this, for love of men God the Son became 
man and as man died for men’s salvation! 


This, said Paul and all the company of the 
apostles, is the Gospel. This, they in absolute confi- 
dence said, is the Gospel. For the Christ who died 
for sinners has been bodily raised from the dead. 
His person and His work are thereby both attested. 
In the light of this greatest marvel of history the 
news of salvation from sin is seen both good and 
true. 


O then this is Christianity, and the question 

with which we began has an answer. But what 
about your personal life-questions? Are you saved 
from your sins? Are you definitely a Christian? 
Nothing could compare in importance with this. 
Nothing could equal the blessedness and peace of 
the man or woman who has received the Gospel, 
who has Christ as his Saviour from sin. 


I have before me a letter from a young man 
who at the time he wrote it was a radio operator 





on a Flying Fortress with several dangerous, action- 
packed missions in the great air campaign against 
Germany to his cerdit. After describing to me 
several of the hazardous flights his, the so-called 
“hard-luck crew,” had been on, he wrote, “After 
facing death | can’t say how thankful I am that 
Jesus did die for my sins on the cross, There are 
only two ways to look at it - either I will finish 
my missions and go home to my loved ones or 
I will go home to God.” He did finish his missions, 
he did come home; and he is now studying for 
the ministry at Columbia Theological Seminary 





in Decatur, Ga., convinced more than ever that 
the Gospel is the need of the world, is the need 
of every man. 


Will you now receive the first-century Gospel? 
Will you now with all your heart embrace Chris- 
tianity? Will you now put all confidence and trust 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, believing that He died 
for your sins and rose again from the grave? God 
grant that every reader may. God give us each one 
the gracious salvation from sin Jesus Christ our 
substitute died to gain for us. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR APRIL 20 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Jesus And The Law 


Scripture: Matthew 5:17-20; Mark 10:17- 
22; Luke 16:16-17; John 1:17. Devotional 
Reading: Psalm 119:1-16. 





We must guard against two errors in our thinking about the law: (1) legalism, or salvation by the 
works of the law. Paul says that by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. We must keep the great 
principle of the Reformation, salvation by grace, through faith. (2) Antinomianism, or the teaching that 
Christians are freed from all obligation to keep the moral law. The moral law is holy, just, good, an ex- 
pression of the character of God, and remains together with the life of our Lord, as a rule of life. We are 








saved by the grace of God, but if we are saved, if 
we love Him, we will keep His commandments. 
(See the Confession of Faith, Chapter 21, Para- 
graph 5). The moral law doth forever bind all, 
as well justified persons as others, to the obedience 
thereof. 


Keeping these two extremes always in mind, 
let us take up the study of Jesus and the law. 


Our Devotional Reading, Psalm 119, gives 
some basic principles (The whole Psalm is about 
the law, in its broad meaning, as the Word of 


God). 


(1) The blessedness, or happiness, of those who 
seek and keep the law. It is a law of happiness, 
as well as liberty. That man is blessed, or happy, 
indeed, who guides his life by the moral law— 
love to God, and love to men. 


(2) The object of the law is to keep us from 
sin: Thy Word have I hid in mine heart that I 
might not sin against thee. Someone has said that 
this is a good thing in a good place for a good 
purpose. We might say that it is the best thing 
in the best place for the best purpose. 


(3) We should delight ourselves in the law of 
the Lord; it is not “a sigh, but a song.” It is the 
will of God for us. 


(4) “I will not forget thy Word.” This Book 
of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, 
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but thou shalt meditate therein day and night. 


I. The Permanence of the Law: 
Matthew 5:17-20; Luke 16:16-17 


Jesus says that He did not come to destroy the 
law or the prophets, but to fulfill. 


This He did in several ways: (1) He fulfilled 
the law by keeping it perfectly. His life was the 
law in action. His life is our rule of life: we are 
to follow in His steps. His love to God was per- 
fect; His love for men was also perfect; so He 
fulfilled the law in this respect. His obedience to 
all the precepts of the law was a perfect obedience. 
He came to do the will of the Father, and He 
carried out God’s will for Him. (2) He fulfilled 
the law by interpreting it fully, making it full, 
giving it a deeper and more spiritual meaning. 
This is seen in the Sermon on the Mount where 
He interprets several of the Ten Commandments. 
(3) He fulfilled the prophets in His life and work. 
His whole ministry was a fulfillment of prophecy. 


He also says that till heaven and earth pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from 
the law until all are fulfilled. This makes the law 
a permanent standard of conduct. We have in 
Washington a standard of weights and measure- 
ment. The law is such a standard. Christ is also 
a Perfect Standard, of course, but that does not 
abrogate the other. His life is the law incarnated. 
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He adds a warning which all who belittle the 
law should heed: Whosoever shall break one of 
the least of these commandments and shall teach 
men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom 
of heaven, but whosoever shall do and teach them 
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 


To this He adds a striking comparison which 
Dr. Shearer calls the text of the Sermon on the 
Mount: Except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 
in no wise enter the Kingdom of heaven. The 
trouble with the scribes and Pharisees was that 
they did not see the real deep and spiritual import 
of the law, and were satisfied with a mere external 
and perfunctory observance of its precepts. It takes 
more than works righteousness, for our works must 
be perfect, to enter the Kingdom; we must have 
the perfect righteousness of Christ ; all our righteous- 
nesses are as filthy rags. In refusing Christ they 
refused the only righteousness which could cover 
their sins. 


II. The Place of the Law: 
Mark 10:17-22 


The rich young ruler came to Jesus with the 
vitally important question What must I do to 
inherit eternal life? 


Jesus points him to the law, especially the latter 
half, which is summed up in love to our neighbor. 
The young man replied, All these have I kept 
from my youth up. Had he? Jesus shows him that 
he has broken the spirit of this part of the law 
by telling him, one thing thou lackest, go sell 
all that thou hath and give to the poor. If he 
had really loved his neighbor as himself he would 
have been giving of his wealth to help the poor 
around him. But Jesus also shows him that he has 
broken the first part of the law, which commands 
us to put God first, to have no other gods before 
Him; Come, take up thy cross, and follow me. The 
young man was not willing to do this for he had 
a god; his gold. He had many possessions. 


The place of the law is to bring conviction of 
sin; by the law is the knowledge of sin. (Romans 
3:20) It is our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ 
that we may be saved by grace. The preaching of 
the holy law of God is the finest sort of prepar- 
ation for a real revival. When we see the require- 
ments of His law we see our deep need and are 
ready to cry out, Woe is me, for I am undone, 
and God be merciful to me, a sinner. 


But, having brought us to Christ to be saved, 
the law remains as a guide to holy living after 
we are saved. It is a perfect standard of conduct. 
Let us never forget that creed and character go 
together. It is not, as Dr. Glasgow well says, 
“creed or character, but creed and character.” Just 
because we are saved by the free grace of God, 
is no excuse for lawlessness; it is rather a splendid 
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reason for keeping the law. Our motive now is 
not fear, but love. If we love Him we will keep 
His commandments. The keeping of the law is 
the best sort of proof that we are saved, that we 
love Him. 


III. The Superiority of Jesus to Moses: 
John 1:17 


For the law was given by Moses, but grace and 
truth came by Jesus Christ. Moses is known in 
the Bible and in history as the great law-giver. 
The law prepares us for the Gospel. There is prog- 
ress of teaching in the Scriptures. 


The law as given to Moses was a perfect law: 
holy, just, good. It was holy as God is holy; we 
cannot think of His giving anything but a holy 
law. It commanded holiness in life and heart. 
On the crown of the high priest were these words, 
holiness to the Lord. It could be nothing less for 
it reflected the holy character of its Giver. 


It was just. As we read the Ten Commandments, 
and the minor laws in connection with them we 
see that justice is the key-note. It commanded this 
in every relationship of life. Its promises and its 
penalties were in accord with justice. 


It was good. It sought the welfare of all men, 
rich or poor, high or low. Its guiding principle 
was love. This was true when given by Moses, as 
well as when it was interpreted by Jesus. 


There were merciful provisions made for a 
broken law, for it was broken even while it was 
being written on the Mount. When Moses cast 
the two tables of stone down and broke them, it 
was only because the people at the foot of the 
Mount were engaged in breaking them at that 
moment. The whole ceremonial law with its ritual, 
and sacrifices was God’s appointed way of sym- 
bolically dealing with sin. It was a picture of the 
perfect atonement which was to be made by the 
Saviour; the better High Priest, the Lamb of 
God Who was to take away the sins of the world. 


Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ; grace 
in its fullness, and truth in its completeness. 


Grace is love to the undeserving. It is pictured 
for us in the law, the ceremonial law, and it comes 
to us in the Person of our blessed Redeemer. It 
was while we were yet sinners that Christ died 
for us. He did not wait until we were good; He 
died to make us good, to justify, sanctify, and 
glorify us. His condescending grace is seen in His 
coming into the world; His compassionate grace, 
in His ministry to the world; His sacrificial grace 
in His dying on the cross for our sins. He was made 
sin for us who knew no sin. 


He not only brought grace, but truth. He is the 
truth. He came to reveal to us the whole truth, 
the completed plan of salvation. He revealed the 
truth about God the Father, and His love for men. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 20 


Leveling Our Sights 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 








The primary purpose of every believer should be to glorify God in the winning of others to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, and it is upon this objective that we should level our sights. When we are really 
“on target” in the matter of evangelism, everything else will fall into line, and the work will go forward with 
a “bang.” Let’s check our equipment, see that our weapons: are in shape, and level our sights on the object- 
ive. We are assuming that those who are going to enter the ranks are qualified, having first of all a personal 


knowledge of Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
If you have not already enlisted under His banner, 
the banner of the Cross, you are not ready to serve. 
Having settled this in your own heart, you are 
privileged to take up “arms” for the Lord, and to 
enter upon your training in the use of your weapons. 


Our weapon is the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God. We are to study to show our- 
selves approved in its use, for our effectiveness in 
gaining our objective will be largely determined by 
our knowledge of His word. The early disciples 
went everywhere preaching the word and turning 
the world upside down for Jesus. They were “neither 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,” having studied to show themselves 
“approved unto God.” They wielded the sword with 
courage and skill. 


If we are to be effective in our witness for Jesus 
Christ, we must know how to use the word of God, 
for “faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the 
word of God.” Peter reminds us that men are born 
again, “not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 
by the word of God.” James puts it thus: “Of his 
own will begat he us with the word of truth... 
wherefore . . . receive with meekness the engrafted 
word which is able to save your souls.” 


The only ammunition that will win the victory 
over Satan, and deliver the souls of men from his 
terrible power is the word of God! “I have written 
unto you, young men,” says John, “ because ye are 
strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye 
have overcome the wicked one.” 


Paul says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth.” The word “power” is 
is the same word from which we get dynamite, dy- 
namo, etc., and it denotes that which promises 
strength and victory! It “breaks the power of reign- 
ing sin, and sets the prisoner free!” 


If we have our sights set on victory; on winning 
souls for the Lord Jesus Christ, we must have a 
working knowledge of and an unfaltering faith in 
the word of God through which the battle is won. 


Then secondly we must be actively engaged in the 
conflict. We must be constantly alert for opportuni- 
ties to witness for Jesus Christ. Dwight L. Moody, 
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a great soul winner in the pulpit was no less faith- 
ful in his daily witness in personal evangelism. Many 
times late at night, when the business of the day had 
afforded no opportunity to speak a personal word 
to someone who needed Jesus, he would leave his 
room, and with a prayer for guidance upon his 
lips, would walk the streets until he found someone 
to whom he could witness for the Lord. He had 
his sights on one supreme objective; that of win- 
ning precious souls for Jesus Christ. 


Too many of us who know the way, who have 
been blessed with a working knowledge of the word, 
are not faithful in seeking opportunities for service. 


There are thousands of professing Christians who 
have let days, and weeks, months and years roll by 
without ever speaking a word for the Lord; who 
have never leveled their sights on this worthy ob- 
jective as a servant and soldier of Jesus Christ. 


Youth responds to youth, and if our young people 
were trained in the word of God, and were chal- 
lenged to go forth as soul winners, there would be 
many who would respond, and many who would be 
won. The Saviour himself has charged us with the 
responsibility. “Ye shall be witnesses unto me!... 


“A call for loyal soldiers comes to one and all; 
Soldiers for the conflict, will you heed the call? 
Will you answer quickly, with a ready cheer, 
Will you be enlisted as a volunteer? 


Yes, Jesus calls for soldiers who are filled with 
power, 


Soldiers who will serve Him every day and hour; 
He will not forsake you, He is ever near; 
Will you be enlisted as a volunteer?” 





THINE IS THE KINGDOM 
By James H. Hunter 


$8. First prize winner in Zondervan’s $5,000 Second 
International Christian Fiction Contest. A great novel in 
every sense of the word. Order today from: 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Bottoms Still Serves As 
Regional Director 





AtLtanta, Ga. (PN)—The Rev. Lawrence 
Bottoms is serving in a dual capacity in the Di- 
vision of Negro Work, Board of Church Extension, 
Atlanta—and as a part-time staff employee, Board 
of Christian Education, Richmond, Va. 


This announcement is made to correct an earlier 
release from this office stating that Bottoms was 
formerly a regional director, Board of Christian 
Education. Mr. Bottoms still serves the Richmond 
agency as regional director for Snedecor Memorial 
Region. 





Florida Presbytery 


Florida Presbytery will convene at Warrington 
Presbyterian Church, Warrington, Florida (Pensa- 
cola), April 15, at 10 a. m. 


This being the stated Spring meeting, sessional 
records will be reviewed. Rev. John T. McCrea is 
pastor of the church. The sermon will be preached 
by the retiring moderator, Rev. Donald C. Gra- 
ham. 


Chairmen of permanent committees reporting 
will please have their reports prepared in advance. 
Churches are requested to send in their reports 
for the closing year as directed. It is a one day 
meeting. 





Evangelistic Services Are 


Increasing Chapels’ Membership 


The new $10,000 religious and educational build- 
ing of Asbury Chapel is rapidly approaching com- 
pletion, according to the Rev. T. K. Mowbray, 
chapel pastor. This work is associated with the 
First Presbyterian Church of Johnson City, Tenn. 


Mr. Rowland Medler installed and paid for the 
electrical fixtures in the new building in memory 
of Dayton Isley, a member of the church who was 


killed in Korea. 


During the last week of February, the Rev. 
Charles W. Solomon of Montreat, N. C. held 
special evangelistic services. As a result, 12 new 
members have been added to the church with others 
reported to be following soon. 


During March, a 10-day meeting was held by 
the Rev. J. Leo Hall, Piney Flats, Tenn., in the 
Keystone Chapel of which Mr. Mowbray is also 
pastor. 14 new members were received by that 
chapel as a result of the special services. 
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UNIFORM 






e TRUE TO THE BIBLE! 
e SIMPLIFIED! 
e LOW COST! 


A complete Uniform Lesson course has been 
added to Standard’s list of true-to-the-Bible 
vacation Bible-school materials. In this new 
course the same subject (God’s Promise and 
Its Fulfillment) will be taught every age group 
from Nursery through Intermediate, with spe- 
cial adaptations for each. There are pupil’s 
workbooks ($2.75 a dozen) and teacher’s man- 
vals (40¢. each) for Nursery, Beginner, Pri- 
mary, Junior, and Intermediate ages, with 10 
lessons in each. Also available are full-color 
teaching pictures, Director’s Manual, and Table- 
Top Pict-O-Graph ‘Set. 





FREE GUIDEBOOK 


The 1952 V. RB. 8S. Guidebook con- 
tains helpful information about all of 
Standard’s V. B. S. materials, many 
supplementary items, and suggestions. 
Send for your FREE copy. 





At Your Bookstore, or 
THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
CINCINNATI 10, OHIO 


Elections Held At U.T.S. For 
Middle Class, Student Body 
New student body officers and officers of the 


rising middle class at Union Theological Seminary 
have recently been elected. 





Student body officers are: Curtis Harper, Lynch- 
burg, Va., president; William Brown, West Hel- 
ena, Ark., secretary; John Lyles, Chester, S. C., 
current expense treasurer; David Pittenger, Dallas, 
Tex., benevolent giving; Randy Taylor, Milledge- 
ville, Ga., spiritual life; Reid Montgomery, Reids- 
ville, N. C., physical life; Kamper McKee, 
Shepperdstown, W. Va., social life; David Miller, 
Johnson City, Tenn., and Richard Morgan, co- 
chairmen of ecumenical life. 


pe meneR EO 


Middle class officers are: Ed Montgomery, 
Lake City, Fla., president; Bob Jackson, secretary- 
treasurer; Bill Cale, Middlebrook, Va., spiritual 
life; Bill Long, Antlers, Okla., ecumenical life; 
Bill Dubose, Richmond, Va., social life; Tom 
Sproul, Havertown, Pa., physical life; Herbert 
Jackson, Baton Rouge, La., benevolent committee 
and Eldridge Moore, Abingdon, Va., benevolent 
committee. 





Summer Graduate Study 
To Be Held At U.T.S. 


The tenth summer quarter for graduate study 
will be held at Union Theological Seminary in 
June, July and August this year. In June and 
July, candidates for graduate degrees may be in 
residence, contingent upon the approval of their 
major professor and the dean of the department. 
The August term, during which special classes are 
offered is open to all ministers with sufficient 
theological training to fit them for graduate study. 


The August term begins July 30 and ends August 
29. The August term is made up of two-week 
periods. During the first two weeks Dr. W. M. 
Thompson will teach a course in “Biblical Theo- 
logy.” During the last two weeks Dr. James E. 
Bear will teach, “Evangelical Christianity Faces 
Communism” and Dr. James R. Sydnor will teach 
“Music for the Minister.” 


Further information regarding the summer 
school may be obtained by writing Dr. John New- 
ton Thomas, dean of the graduate department. 





Enroll Now For 
He FALL SESSION COLLEGE or PREPARA- 
, TORY DEPARTMENT. SUMMER SCHOOL 
COLLEGE or PREPARATORY DEPART- 
MENT. Educational Excellence. Christian Em- 
phasis. Write for Catalog. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
BOX B-W — MAXTON, N. C. 








TUNE IN 


“CHRIST DOES HELP” 
SYNOD EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
IN FIVE SYNODS 


Speakers For Week Of April 6 








Synod Speaker 
North Carolina ............ Rev. Marion S. Huske 
a resales das indepen Rev. H. Kerr Taylor 
Louisiana .............. Rev. W. Earle Stevens, Jr. 
IIE Giasiiricascuniceiendgnick Rev. Robert S. Hough 
Appalachia ................ Rev. Thomas A. Fry, Jr. 
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WOMEN’S WORK 


Spiritual Enrichment 


Part Il 


Should it not be the desire and goal of each of 
us to have a deepening spiritual experience? What 
are some of the secrets for such a life? 


An unusually gifted Chinese Bible Teacher and 
leader was asked by her very close missionary 
friend: “Faith, what is the secret of the outstand- 
ing spiritual stature to which you have attained?” 
Faith Chao replied simply: “Mother, I gave up 
something!” Is not sacrifice still a necessity for 
spiritual growth—taking up one’s cross daily to 
follow in Christ’s footsteps, dying to self that Christ 
may have the pre-eminence? 





I asked a radiant Christian woman, active in 
service, and bringing blessing to all whose lives she 
may touch, under what conditions she found her 
greatest spiritual enrichment. Her reply: “For 
years I earnestly prayed, ‘Lord, make me a real 
Christian wife and mother,’ and for years | tried 
to answer my prayer in my own strength. Christ 
answered by bringing me to the end of self through 
suffering. I had to go all the way through Geth- 
semane and to Calvary to ‘count all things but 
loss . . . that I might know Him and the power 
of His resurrection and the fellowship of His suf- 
ferings’”’ (Phil. 3:8-11). 


A pastor says: ““The means of greatest spiritual 
enrichment in my life other than the blessed experi- 
ence of private devotions was a step of complete 
consecration which came as a result of dissatisfaction 
with superficial living of the Christian life.” 


A church elder has found his spiritual growth 
in a series of steps beginning with regular church 
attendance. Then followed growth in prayer, en- 
trance into active service as a Sunday school teacher 
and participant in Sunday afternoon hospital ser- 
vices, and an enlarging spiritual experience when 
he began to tithe. 





You are invited to sit at His feet, hear His 
voice, learn of Him in a special 
way during— 


The Week Of Spiritual Enrichment 
April 6-13, 1952 


A guide, “For Personal Use,” is available 
from the Board of Women’s Work, Atlanta, 
Ga., to direct you in daily Bible Reading, 
meditation and prayer in the Week of 
Spiritual Enrichment, April 6-13, 1952, to 
the end that we feel the presence of the 
Master and yield ourselves anew 
to “The Indwelling Christ.” 
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Can we not sum it all up by saying that the 
fellowship of kindred minds in worship and prayer, 
the complete surrender of heart and life to His 
Holy will in obedience and sacrifice, sitting at 
Christ’s feet to hear Him speak, feeding on His 
Word—all these make possible a life of conscious 
abiding in Him? —Mrs. Dayton Castleman. 





At Home To 
Students 


Did you know that the home has a role in Stu- 
dent Work? It is not just as the source of supply 
for students. There is another home about which 
you should know. 


Not every Student Work Center has a Minister 
to Students, and not every Minister to Students has 
a wife! but where both conditions are found, the 
student will find a home. 


Chances are that there the welcome mat is out 
seven days a week for those who drop in, whether 
they have problems or not. Then the Westminister 
Fellowship council or a committee may be on hand 
for a supper meeting, or there is the more frequent 
single student who stretches the soup three ways 
instead of two. 


There may be one time, however, when the porch 
light is on and everyone is expected. At the Uni- 
versity of Georgia in Athens, “At Home with the 
Gunn’s” is a regular Tuesday affair when students 
make themselves at home for an evening with Sally 
and George Gunn. 


The “At Home” originated as a weekly dis- 
cussion hour; but as the Westminister Fellowship 
grew, and study groups and planned discussions 
came into the schedule elsewhere, Tuesday evening 
became a time to be “at home with the Gunn’s.” 
It became a time to relax over a coke or coffee, 
and to let the mood of the group at the moment 
determine the activity, or lack of it. Discussions 
still flourish, with one or six going at once, while 
others read or listen to records. 


The largest group to date moved in one night 
to surprise one of the follows — a groom to be - 
with a shower. He departed, prepared for married 
life with, among other necessities, a mop, scrub 
board, rolling pin, clothes line, feather duster, and 
aprons, Anything goes and usually does, because 
here the students are “at home.” 

—By Rev. George Gunn 
Minister to Presbyterian Students 
University of Georgia 





Vacant House To 


John Knox Church 


The Sunday School Extension worker had com- 
pleted her survey in the new housing area in Or- 
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lando. She found many hundreds of children and 
their parents with no church connection “at the 
present time.” Findings and recommendations led 
to a new Sunday School for the community to be 
sponsored by the First Presbyterian Church. 


“But where shall we meet ?” 


“Do you know of a vacant house, room, shack, 
trailer, or anything which we can rent tor a new 
Sunday School?” A disheartening “No” had been 
answered over and over again until a man dressed 
in white overalls and a painter’s shirt overheard 
the Sunday School Extension worker ask a grocery- 
man. 


“Pardon me, lady,” he said, “but I heard your 
question about wanting a place for a new Sunday 
School. My brother up the street has a house that 
will be vacant in a few days. I believe he will 
rent it to you.” 


And he did. 


In a very short time a fully organized Sunday 
School was opened in that house, plus a garage 
where the Beginners Department met. 


That was more than two years ago. Today the 
beautiful John Knox Church with its spire pointing 
to the skies has a full-time pastor and a rapidly 
growing membership. 


The Sunday School Extension Department of 
the Board of Church Extension provides a staff 
of Sunday School Extension workers who give 
full time to just such a service as this. Your Birth- 
day Offering this year will help us to provide more 
Sunday School Extension workers to our Synods. 


—Adapted from material prepared by 
Mrs, Sara Lee Timmons 








AMERICAN FREEDOM & CATHOLIC POWER 
COMMUNISM - DEMOCRACY & CATHOLIC POWER 


$3.50 Each 
“Timely - Informative - Vital - Revealing ... ” 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 
“Great Books For The Christian Library” 














BOOKS 








SO WE BELIEVE, SO WE PRAY, by George 
A. Buttrick. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.75. In Butt- 
rick’s former book on “Prayer” he indicated a very 
high appreciation of evolution. In this one he ap- 
parently has changed his viewpoint on the subject. 
Here he writes, “Modern man deems life an evolu- 
tion. The word has almost victimized us. We take a 
surface development traceable in biology and botany 
and print it without warrant on man’s body and 
soul. As for our body there is little evolution in the 
fact of death; and as for our soul the twentieth 
century could hardly pose as an exhibit of evolving 
saintliness. Perhaps there is no progress on the 
horizontal line of prayer that cries ‘Hallowed be 


,») 


thy name’. 


This book discusses certain sections of the Apostle’s 
Creed and the Lord’s Prayer and is supposed to give 
us a statement of the essence of the Christian faith. 
It is written in virile style with pointed illustrations 
and whatever one thinks of the contents he must 
certainly admire the author’s ability to write in an 
interesting fashion. 


A chapter on Jesus Christ insists on His Deity 
but fails to say anything about His eternity, His 
Pre-existence or His virgin birth. The chapter deal- 
ing with Christ’s Resurrection stresses His Presence 
which still abides within the Church but tells noth- 
ing about His bodily appearances. 


Buttrick says some beautiful and brilliant things 
in this volume but he must be read with discernment. 
In expressing his appreciation for the Lord’s Prayer, 
he says in a moment of enthusiasm, “Understood in 
the full light of Christ it might be the creed on 
which all Christians could unite.’ Such a statement 
is an affront to evangelical Christianity. 


In spite of certain weaknesses in this book there 
are also some very fine insights which are well ex- 
pressed. Speaking of man’s inability to mend sin’s 
breach Dr. Buttrick shows us that all our attempts 
at self-salvation fail. He observes, ““We keep busy 
but find no peace. We try a long vacation in Florida 
but unfortunately we must take ourselves on the 
journey. We determine on a high morality but there 
is sackcloth beneath the white robe and the morality 
may become self-righteousness. We try to bargain 
with God by gifts to charity as men of the ancient 
days offered their children on the appeasing altar but 
we secretly know that God would not be God when 
He would open such barter. We hope that sin and 
remorse will die of old age, only to find that one 
swift second of memory can resurrect the past. No 
man can cure his own guilt. No man can forgive 
himself unless he is first forgiven of God.”” He makes 
no apology for insisting that only heaven can cleanse 
the stains of earth. Again he says, “Every altar, 
however blood-soaked, is a sign of man’s awareness 









that his sin is an ultimate breach and that therefore 
only God can deal with it. Such ‘superstition’ has 
deeper truth for all its distortions than an ‘Intellig- 
ence’ that trusts only to man’s poor wisdom.” 







The refreshing vigor of these messages will pro- 
vide inspiration and a new stimulus to explore again 
our Christian beliefs and their inter-relationships in 
the prayer life. —John R. Richardson. 








THE WAY INTO THE HOLIEST, by F. B. 
Meyer. Zondervan. $2.50. This is a deeply devo- 
tional book on the Epistle to the Hebrews. The ex- 
positions are lucid and practical. We find here com- 
bined sound scholarship with deep spiritual discern- 
ment. This book will bring enlightment and blessing 
to all who will read it. 





CHRIST IN ISAIAH, by F. B. Meyer. Zonder- 
van. $2.50. Dr. Meyer gives us here a challenging 
book on the message of Isaiah as he foretells the 
birth, life, and atoning death of Christ centuries 
before His birth. The types of Christ found in 
Isaiah are clearly pictured for the reader. 





PETER — FISHERMAN, DISCIPLE AND 
APOSTLE, by F. B. Meyer. Zondervan. $2.50. Dr. 
Meyer was known for his biographical portraits. 
This one of the best remembered of his works. The 
author uses his amazing description ability and 
knowledge of the Bible in each of the chapters, In 
this book Peter comes alive before the reader’s eyes. 
It is one of the most penetrating and spiritually 
helpful of Dr. Meyer’s biographies of Bible charac- 
ters. 


CALVIN’S COMMENTARIES, JEREMIAH, 
Vols. 3 and 4, by John Calvin. Eerdmans. Vol. 3, 
$3.50; Vol. 4, $4.50. Calvin prayed, “Open Thou 
mine eyes and I may behold wondrous things out of 
thy law.” God answered his prayer and gave him the 
gift of spiritual discernment in great measure. These 
two volumes are characterized by illumination and 
spiritual understanding. Each volume is marked by 
simplicity without shallowness of thought. They 
show to us the exercise of God’s faithfulness, and 
that nothing can ultimately obstruct the working of 
His infinite power. 








CHRIST IN THE TABERNACLE, by Louis 
T. Talbot. Van Kampen. $3. The typical teachings 
of the Tabernacle in the wilderness are carefully 
presented by the author after years of study and 
personal preaching. The whole structure is shown 
to foreshadow Christ. This is a book that should 
make clear to all Christian believers the real value 
of typical instruction found in this phase of the 
wilderness wanderings. 
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